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Numerous galleries have set up
shop on the Lower East Side
of Manhattan in the last few
years, with the New Museum's
high-tech 52,000 square foot
edifice slated for completion
in late 2007. It rises above the
Bowery like a phoenix next to
the fancy new condominiums
and rooftop additions that soar
as many as ten stories high
over their original structures,
taking the place of the homeless
shelters and flea-bag hotels that
historically comprised skid row.
When the short-lived era
of East Village art galleries ended
in the mid 1980s, gallerists
either moved their operations to
big-money Soho or closed. But a
new hardcore scene developed
further south along Rivington
Street, with galleries such as
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